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The Salvador Foundation is committed to 
serving God by bringing together people from 
all walks of life for the common cause of 
helping our fellow man. We, as the body of 
Christ, have a responsibility to care for those 
in need. By helping and enabling people one 
project at a time, our goal is to share 
encouragement, hope and faith. 
 
 
  
Colorado School for the Deaf and 
Blind 

Colorado was still a territory when 
"The Colorado Institute for the 
Education of Mutes" was founded by 
Jonathan R. Kennedy in 1874.  
Jonathan Kennedy and his wife were 
the maternal grandparents of the 
famous silent film actor Lon Chaney, 
Sr. whose parents were both deaf.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The school began with an enrollment of 
seven students; three of whom were his 
own and added six more during the 
course of that year. Its original location 
was a house in downtown Colorado 
Springs. The house was rented for 
$50/month. 

The student population rapidly outgrew 
the space available and with a donation 
of ten acres by the founder of the city of 
Colorado Springs, General William 
Palmer, the school moved to its current 
campus in 1876. 

In the beginning, the school stressed 
vocational training. The school's motto 
was "Learn to do by doing." Early 
classes included dressmaking, hammock 
weaving, needlework, and general 
housekeeping for the girls, with printing, 
carpentry, baking, mattress making, 
broom making, piano tuning, and chair 
caning for the boys. 

 

 



In the early 1900's the school 
purchased a 120-acre dairy ranch and 
maintained a high grade of dairy cattle 
as well as chickens and pigs until the 
1950's. In 1961 the school received its 
initial accreditation from the Colorado 
Department of Education. 

Today the school occupies 18 buildings 
and sits on 37 acres. The School serves 
over 280 students on campus and 
statewide through local districts. Since 
the Colorado School for the Deaf and 
Blind supports a population spanning a 
very large geographical region, roughly 
50% of the student body lives in on-
campus dorms throughout the school 
year.  This includes children ranging in 
age from eight to eighteen. 

Being separated from home and family 
for extended periods of time can be 
difficult for the children, so the Salvador 
Foundation works with the School each 
year to provide a number of extra-
curricular activities.  Recently, a 
“carnival day” was held where various 
games and an inflatable jump house 
were provided.  The following pictures 
and notes are from that event. 

  

 

 

The Salvador Foundation is currently supporting efforts in the US and Latin America.  If you would like 
further information on this or any other activities, please contact: 

The Salvador Foundation 
4815 List Drive, Suite 104 
Colorado Springs, CO 80919 



 



 



 



 



 

 


