
 
 
 
1st Quarter 2011 Newsletter 
 
The Salvador Foundation is committed to serving God by 
bringing together people from all walks of life for the 
common cause of helping our fellow man. We, as the body of 
Christ, have a responsibility to care for those in need. By 
helping and enabling people one project at a time, our goal is 
to share encouragement, hope and faith. 
 
 
When things go “wrong” 
 
The Salvador Foundation has been very fortunate over the 
years to have worked with a number of well run 
organizations whose goals have been to humbly serve 
God and to do it as efficiently as possible. 
 
Earlier this year, the Salvador Foundation decided to fund 
an activity in Tucson, Arizona which was aimed at 
helping kids from underprivileged neighborhoods.  This 
included the downtown area, Barrio district and nearby 
Tohono O’odham Indian Reservation which is home to 
the Mission San Xavier Del Bac Mission (a beautiful 
Spanish mission also known as the White Dove of the 
Desert).  The goal of the effort and the motivations of the 
people involved were all beyond reproach.  However, the 
timing of the event did not work out well, and as a result, 
an event which was supposed to provide support for 
several hundred families fell through at the last second.  
As a result, food services, banquet room reservations and 
many other services needed to be cancelled literally 
within hours of the planned event. 
 
Unfortunately, non-refundable travel arrangements had 
already been made for three individuals representing the 
Salvador Foundation, so the decision was made to go 
forward with the event in whatever manner made the most 
sense. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Mission San Xavier Del Bac 



Upon arriving in Tucson, the three volunteers for the 
Salvador Foundation went to Target and purchased 
enough gift certificates to hand out to the families who 
were originally expected to attend the event for 
underprivileged families.  The concern was that even 
though the event had been formally cancelled, many 
families might still show up – not knowing that the event 
had been cancelled. 
 
After waiting for about an hour, it became apparent that 
nobody was going to show up for the event.  As a result, 
the three Salvador volunteers decided to roam the streets 
of the downtown Tucson Barrio district in hopes that they 
would find someone who could benefit from the box full 
of Target gift cards originally purchased for the 
community event. 
 
After some wandering, the “three amigos” ran across a 
small church at 482 South Stone Street called Primera 
Iglesia Bautista (First Baptist Church).  The doors were 
open and our three volunteers entered to see a group of 
women making tamales (a Christmas tradition among 
Latino groups).  It turns out that the women were making 
the tamales not to support some church activity or social 
get together.  They were working in order to earn money 
for an orphanage that their church supports in Nogales, 
Mexico.  After hearing their story, the three amigos gave 
all of the Target gift cards to the church to be used for the 
orphanage which more than met the giving goal for that 
mission activity. 
 
In some sense, it was disappointing that the original 
mission of the trip disintegrated into something which 
failed to occur.  However, the intentions of the group we 
originally tied in with were good and their goals were 
totally dedicated to serving God.  At the same time, while 
(in our minds) our original mission failed, the reality is 
that God used this event to lead us to a relationship with 
the Primera Iglesia Bautista which, in all likelihood was 
God’s real plan to begin with.  This is possibly the 
beginning of a long relationship with this church and one 
which God orchestrated (in spite of our best intentions) 
from the beginning. 
 
According to Rafael Rios, the church’s Pastor, over half 
the church’s 200 member congregation are unemployed 
and although they have set up a budget of $30,000. for the 
year 2011 (including the Pastor’s salary) he isn’t sure they 
will be able to meet it.  The church building is over 75 
years old and paid for which eases the financial strain 
somewhat.  Reverend Rios and his wife actually lived 
with the children at the orphanage in Nogales for 
seventeen years and it was a daily chore to gather food 
and clothing from local merchants to take care of the 
children.  He said the poverty was beyond belief.  He 
accepted the pastorate at Primera Iglesia Bautista three 

years ago in the hopes that he might be more successful in 
helping the orphanage in Tucson.  Now he is finding 
poverty within the church almost as severe as at the 
orphanage.    
 
 

 
 

Primera Iglesia Bautista 
 
The Salvador Foundation is currently supporting 
efforts in the US and Latin America.  If you would 
like further information on this or any other 
activities, please contact: 
 
 

Nic Gonzales 
The Salvador Foundation 

5061 North 30th Street, Suite 103 
Colorado Springs, CO 80919 

www.SalvadorFoundation.com 


