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The Salvador Foundation is committed to serving 
God by bringing together people from all walks of life 
for the common cause of helping our fellow man. We, 
as the body of Christ, have a responsibility to care for 
those in need. By helping and enabling people one 
project at a time, our goal is to share encouragement, 
hope and faith. 
 
 
 
In March 2007 we visited Choluteca, Honduras 
for the inauguration of a new bread oven and 
installation of a new dental x-ray system at the 
local clinic. 
 
New Bread Oven 
 
A new bread oven was built adjacent to the 
existing tortilla factory and makes use of part of 
the tortilla factory for flour storage and mixing of 
bread dough. 
 
In the early morning, a wood fire is started in the 
oven and allowed to burn for several hours.  At 
the same time, dough is formed into loaves and 
allowed to rise in a warm area of the existing 
tortilla factory (finding a warm area in the tortilla 
factory is fairly easy since air temps hover 
around 100F year around in Choluteca).   

 
 
Bread loaves set aside to rise in the tortilla 
factory 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Wood-fired bread oven being heated in the 
morning 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At around 10:00 am, the coals are swept out of 
the bread oven, and the residual heat held in the 
brick oven is used to cook the loaves of bread. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Trays of bread placed in wood-fired oven 
 



In about 3 minutes, the loaves of bread are 
taken out of the oven and are ready to eat.  It 
was really surprising how perfectly golden brown 
the loaves were after such a short time.  I was 
expecting them to either be raw or blackened 
like charcoal when they opened the oven door, 
but the bread was awesome. 
 

 
 

Freshly cooked loaves of bread after 3 
minutes in the oven 

 

 
Two of the first patrons for the bread oven 
(Left: Nic Gonzales – Salvador Foundation,  
Right: Carlos Gomez – GCLA) 

 
The new bakery currently employs 6 people and 
will be expanded over the next year to include 
an automated (gas-fired) oven which was 
donated by a restaurant equipment company in 
the United States.  Profits will be used to support 
the local daycare and to create new jobs in the 
expanding bakery. 
 
 
Dental X-Ray System 

Honduras is essentially a nation of young 
people.  The median age is nineteen with 40% 
of the 7.3 million people under the age of fifteen, 

and less than 4% of the population older than 
sixty five. In Honduras the quality of and access 
to health care are directly tied to income levels. 
Adequate health care is only available to those 
able to pay the high cost so health care access 
for the urban and rural poor is extremely limited.   

One of the major health issues among low 
income Hondurans is dental hygiene.  Poor 
dental health impacts the ability to eat a 
balanced diet, and is frequently the source of 
bacterial infections which lead to heart disease 
and other illness among elderly Hondurans.  
Routine dental examinations could prevent 
much of the problem.  However, dental x-ray 
systems are either non-existent or outdated, and 
the film and chemicals needed for x-ray film 
processing are too expensive for small clinics to 
afford.  

To address this problem, E2V of Chelmsford 
England donated a dental intra-oral X-ray 
imaging system and supporting software to the 
Salvador Foundation. This state-of-the-art X-ray 
system has been installed in a hospital in 
Choluteca, Honduras, and will provide high-
quality dental X-rays to dentists and patients 
without the need for chemicals and developer 
chemicals normally required for film-based X-ray 
systems. The system includes two X-ray 
imaging sensors and support electronics. 

In addition to the basic x-ray imaging system 
provided by E2V, Cyber Medical Imaging Inc. of 
San Diego, CA provided XDR Radiology 
software for X-ray image acquisition and patient 
management, as well as an assortment of intra-
oral sensor holders and accessories. 

 

 
New Digital Dental X-ray system 

 



The newly installed digital x-ray system has 
extremely low maintenance costs and diagnostic 
accuracy beyond traditional film-based systems.  
As a result, improved dental care will be made 
available for an increased population of low-
income Hondurans.  
 
The Salvador Foundation is currently supporting 
efforts in the US and Latin America.  If you 
would like further information on this or any 
other activities, please contact: 
 

The Salvador Foundation 
4815 List Drive, Suite 104 

Colorado Springs, CO 80919 
www.SalvadorFoundation.com 

http://www.salvadorfoundation.com/

