
 
 
3rd Quarter 2009 Newsletter 
 
The Salvador Foundation is committed to serving God by 
bringing together people from all walks of life for the 
common cause of helping our fellow man. We, as the body 
of Christ, have a responsibility to care for those in need. By 
helping and enabling people one project at a time, our goal 
is to share encouragement, hope and faith. 
 
You may recall from our first quarter 2009 newsletter we 
mentioned a new program “Narrow Gate” that the 
Salvador Foundation had recently started funding.  
Following is a letter from the Community Relations 
Director of Narrow Gate and a letter from the recipient of 
this funding which shows how quickly a gift can show 
results when guided by God. 
 

 
October 1, 2009 
 
To our friends at the Salvador Foundation, 
 
As we committed we would, it is our privilege to update 
you on the amazing things that are happening at The 
Narrow Gate Foundation because of the generosity and 
support of the Salvador Foundation.  I want to take a 
moment to share with you a brief story of how your 
specific gift has been used, and the impact is has made in 
the life of one of our students. 
 
In May of this year a new class of young men began the 
Narrow Gate journey.  While the staff was interviewing 
the applicants for this class, it had already become 
apparent that this group of guys would be different from 
any other.  One of the applicants who applied to join this 
class is a young man by the name of Dustan Fells.  Dustan 
grew up in a very small town in Alabama.  Growing up, 
his family was very poor, however his mother and father 
did everything they could to provide for Dustan and his 
sister and to make sure they had a solid foundation in the 
love of Jesus.  Dustan played football in high school, was 
loved by everyone who met him, and was the center of his 
parent’s life.  If you met Dustan you would understand 
why he was loved so much as a child, as he is one of the 
most genuine and loveable people you will ever encounter.  
If you ever visit us in person and ask for “Dustan” you will 
probably receive a look of confusion; you see, because of 

Dustan’s deep southern Alabama accent, he is more 
affectionately known around these parts as simply 
“Bama”. 
 
Tragedy struck when Dustan was nineteen years old 
and this is where his path that led to Narrow Gate 
begins.  Dustan was at home one night alone when he 
received the phone call that would change his life 
forever.  His mother and father had both been involved 
in a fatal car accident that had instantly taken their 
lives.  With the immediate loss of his parents, Dustan 
quickly learned he had nothing else in life to hold on 
to, and in the several months after his parent’s death, 
Dustan’s life began spiraling out of control.  He began 
filling his emptiness and pain with the destructive lies 
of Satan, clinging onto false hope wherever he could 
find it.  Emotionally, Dustan began losing control of 
his thoughts and feelings, hating the very person he 
had become; physically, Dustan began losing control of 
his weight and entered into dangerous cycles of 
substance abuse; and spiritually, Dustan began to grow 
a deep resentment towards God for taking away the 
two people who had given their lives to see his 
flourish.  Dustan’s life was racing down a path of 
destruction that inevitably was going to lead to death.  
Life was quickly being lost, but as Dustan was soon 
going to find out, God had other plans in mind.  Dustan 
had a good friend Nick who had graduated the Narrow 
Gate experience a couple of years earlier and who had 
been trying to convince Dustan, for some time, of 
Narrow Gate as an option.  One weekend Nick 
convinced Dustan to travel with him to Tennessee for a 
weekend visit at Narrow Gate, which is when Dustan 
says his life was changed forever. 
 
The following week Dustan applied to join the next 
class and as soon as the staff began interviewing him 
we quickly learned what an incredible treasure was 
hiding inside the soul of this amazing young man.  
Without parents or anyone in his life who could even 
begin to financially support Dustan while here at 
Narrow Gate, the life of this young man could have 
never been rescued without the love and generosity of 
The Salvador Foundation.  While at Narrow Gate every 
aspect of Dustan’s life has changed.  Physically, he has 
lost close to seventy pounds and is healthier than he 
has been in his entire life; spiritually, he has become a 
man of integrity, passion, and filled with enthusiasm 
about spreading the hope for life he has found in 
Christ; and emotionally, his heartbeat of joy picks up 
the other students and staff on a daily basis, dreaming 
about the amazing plans God has for his future and 
more excited than ever to reach the day when he will 
be reunited in eternity with his parents in heaven! 
 
Recently “Bama” asked the staff how we could offer 
him this experience when there was no way he could 
ever financially provide for such an opportunity.  We 
explained to him the amazing relationships God has 



surrounded this family with and the love and generosity of 
individuals and foundations like The Salvador Foundation.  
We did not disclose to Dustan that it was the support of 
The Salvador Foundation that specifically provided for the 
majority of his experience at Narrow Gate, however he 
asked if he could write a letter and we give it to whoever 
provided for him while here at Narrow Gate.  So we have 
included that letter, as he wished for you to read. 
 
This year has been another amazing year of life changing 
stories, some very similar and some very different to 
Dustan’s.  The incredible roads that young men travel that 
lead to their time in our family never cease to amaze us.  
This year specifically we have accepted many students 
who will never have the financial wherewithal to provide 
for themselves, or even family who could help offset the 
cost of their journey to a new life while here in our family.  
However, we will never stray from our core value never to 
accept or deny a student based on his ability to provide for 
himself financially.  We have seen too many lives graduate 
our journey and impact the world in ways we never dreamt 
possible.  That is why we are so indebted to your love and 
generosity.  That is why we thank the Lord every day for 
people who have caught the vision for what we do and 
who have partnered with us in seeing that vision continue.  
All we can say is thank you from the bottom of our hearts 
for being the amazing body that is Christ! 
 
With our love and gratitude, 
 
Joey Godin 
Narrow Gate Foundation 
Community Relations Director 

* * * 
 
 
 
September 15, 2009 
 
To the person who helped me find life, 
 
My name is Dustan Fells and I am a student here at 
Narrow Gate.  I came to this place in May after being drug 
here by one of my best friends who graduated a few years 
ago.  At that time in my life I knew I needed something, I 
just wasn’t sure what it was or if I was ready for it.  You 
see growing up I was a really good kid and had a really 
good family.  My parents loved me more than I can ever 
explain to anyone and even though they didn’t have much 
money and we were pretty poor they always made sure I 
had everything I needed and they made sure I knew I was 
loved and taken care of.  I was popular in high school.  I 
guess I just have the kind of personality that people are 
attracted too.  I played football and was pretty good at it.  I 
had a lot of friends and my parents made sure we were at 
church every Sunday.  They made sure I knew God loved 
me no matter what.  My parents were amazing and they 
really were great people and they were always the center 
of my life.  Than one night last year my life changed 

forever.  I got a phone call telling me that my parents 
had been in a car wreck and they were both killed 
instantly.  If I tried to put into words what I felt that 
night it would never be possible… I just know I have 
never been the same since. 
 
My life quickly began running out of control.  I put on 
so much weight, I began doing drugs and just trying to 
find anything and everything I could to make the pain 
go away.  It all happened so fast…I was so lost and so 
alone and I did anything I could to surround myself 
with people…but I still felt alone and confused.  Life 
got worse.  A lot worse.  Almost not worth living any 
more. 
 
Then one weekend my buddy Nick who had graduated 
Narrow Gate brought me to some event they were 
having at The Big Barn.  It was a night of praise in 
worship.  That night on the cement floor in the barn 
Jesus found me.  It didn’t all get better 
immediately…but he changed my life that night and 
that night was the night I gave it all back to him and let 
him have my life and my pain.  That night I left with 
hope.  I applied to narrow gate and was accepted that 
next week.  There was no way I could have ever paid 
for it and I didn’t think there was a way I could come 
because of that.  I was told it was  ok…that if God 
wanted me here he would find a way of providing for 
me while I was here.  I have never heard anything else 
about it the entire time I have been here.  Almost like 
God just took care of it and I never had to think about 
it again. 
 
I don’t know who this letter is going to but whoever 
gets it I just want to say thank you so much for 
allowing me to have this experience.  I don’t know 
where my life would have went without it and I know I 
could have never afforded it.  You helped save my life 
and I don’t know what else to say except thank you so 
much.  I pray that God will bless you forever because 
of the blessing you have been to me. 
 
Love, 
Dustan 
 
 
 
 
The Salvador Foundation is currently supporting 
efforts in the US and Latin America.  If you would 
like further information on this or any other 
activities, please contact: 
 

The Salvador Foundation 
5061 North 30th Street, Suite 103 

Colorado Springs, CO 80919 
www.SalvadorFoundation.com 


